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Abstract 

The alarming rate of criminal activities such as Boko Haram, kidnapping, bank 

fraud, financial misappropriation, embezzlement, armed robbery, political 
thuggery, etc. and their consequences on our economy calls for urgent attention 

of every development minded Nigerian. The aftermath of these actions manifest 
in increasing rate of unemployment, insecurity, job losses, wastage of economic 

resources, unwarranted loss of lives and under-development. These ugly trends 

are worsened by unquantifiable loss of time, finance and energy in trying to 
curtail the ugly menace. This paper seeks to examine the impact of crime on 

sustainable economic growth and development in Nigeria. The paper examined 

the concept of crime and criminality, sustainable economic growth and 

development. The causes and types of crime, impact of crime on sustainable 

economic growth and development in Nigeria were considered as well as the 
prevention and the control. The authors equally looked at the challenges of 

crime management in promoting economic growth and development. It is the 

opinion of the authors that crime can be reduced to its barest minimum by 
providing functional education that is capable of creating jobs and promoting 

peaceful co-existence. The need for prompt crime detection and reduction 
strategies was suggested by the authors. 

 

Keywords: Aftermath, crime, impact, menace, wastage. 

 
Introduction 

The complex and dynamic nature of man exposes him to crime, In fact, crime is 

an integral part of the society because there is no society without the problem of crime. 

Man in an attempt to meet his basic needs of life and safeguard his environment 

consciously or unconsciously indulge in crime. It is an illusion to think of a crime-free 

society. Every man is duty bound to protect and preserve his environment and his fellow 

human being. 

 However, due to individual differences in beliefs, ideology, culture and 

environmental settings, crime becomes an inevitable occurrence in our society. The wide 

range of activities, policies and programmes of countries also constitute to a large extent 
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the emergence of crime. Crime itself can also be the basis of policy formation by 

societies or countries. The quest and agitation over the control of resources in our 

environment makes the issue of crime a discourse. As human, the principle that every 

man owes certain duties and obligations to his fellow man and in reciprocal, has certain 

and privileges which he expects in return. (Oniha & Edobor, 2019). These duties, 

obligations, rights and privileges form the yardstick for human conduct in every society. 

This principle that spelt out the duties, obligations and privileges is termed, ‘The Golden 

Rule’. However, this principle is not always observed. 

 According to Ahmad, Ali and Ahmad (2014) crime increases uncertainty in the 

economy and this affects productivity and decrease the real Gross Domestic product 

(GDP) which is a measure of economic growth. The incidence of crime in Nigeria has 

been on the increase despite the fight against corruption by past and present 

administrations. The increase in crime is evidenced in the Nigeria National Petroleum 

Corporation (NNPC), the Pension Reform, Public Procurement, and Electoral 

Malpractice among others. Crime consists of activities that involve breaking the law. An 

illegal act or activity that can be punished. 

Crime is any behaviour or act that is considered as evil which may attract 

punishment or sanction. It has long been brought to the fore for national and international 

discussion because of its consequential effects on both individuals and the society. Its 

menace that spares no man calls for urgent attention by all and sundry. The devastating 

effects of crime ranging from destruction of lives and properties, to wastage of time, 

finance and energy as well as its threat to sustainable economic growth and development 

necessitate this paper. It is hoped that this paper would provide viable solutions to 

ameliorate or totally eradicate the menace of crime and promote National development 

 

Conceptual Framework: 

 

Sustainable Economic Growth and Development. 

Metu, kalu and Ezenekwe (2013), posited that “sustainable economic growth is a 

prerequisite for the poverty alleviation process and development”. They were of the view 

that SEGD makes it possible for the creation of employment opportunities, while 

employment increase the avenue for increased income. They were also quick to mention 

that, when people do not meet up with their basic needs of life, they can resort to crime as 

a survival strategy. The later hinders development. 

In Nigeria, education is regarded as an instrument par excellence for affecting 

sustainable national development (FRN, 2013). To this end, education is seen as a 

veritable tool for social, economic and political development in Nigeria and sustaining 

such. Asiyai (2013) asserted that the “assumed and projected goals of education would be 

fully achieved only to the extent that quality delivery is rendered in tertiary education”. In 

the same vein, World Bank (1999) reported that tertiary or higher education is a 

fundamental instrument for the construction of knowledge economy and the development 

of human capital all over the world. The above report can only strive when crime is 
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brought to the barest minimum in terms of financial appropriation/ management, material 

procurement, individual sincerity and integrity. 

Effective human capital development facilities and sustains economic growth and 

development in a nation. The sustainability of economic growth and development in a 

nation is to a large extent attained through improved training in skills acquisition 

individual mind transformation and societal transformation. 

 

Criminality  

Oniha and Edobor (2019) criminality “refers to theories of criminal behaviour 

that tries to address the question of why people commit crime, with the hope that criminal 

behaviours might be narrowed down to empirically determine cause (s)”. The theories are 

of the view to solving the problems of crime ravaging the societies and stamping national 

development. Cesare Lambroso was one of the foremost writers on criminality (Oniha & 

Edobor, 2019: 168). As a Criminologist, he opined that the causes of crime were not only 

in terms of the offender but also in terms of social, political and economic problems. 

However, the explanation of criminality is broadly discussed under three major models 

namely biological, sociological and psychological. 

(i) Biological Explanation: Early biological theorists cum criminologists like Cesaro 

Lambroso and Charles Darwin viewed criminal behaviour as a result of defect in the 

individual who can be psychological or genetic in nature. Lombroso belief that 

criminal behaviour is attributed to some flaw in the biological make-up of the 

individual. He however later conceded to the fact that social and economic factors 

constitute causative factors of crime, but these factors were secondary. 

(ii) Sociological Explanations: In the 20th century, the trend of studying criminality 

shifted to the sociological approach. Sociological model states that societal factors 

can predispose people to crime. It states that crime is the result of the social 

environment in which people lives. The theory further stated that crime is seen as a 

product of learning or as a failure of the socialization process which endeavors to 

teach children how to behave appropriately. 

(iii) Psychological Explanations: This theory / model explain delinquent and criminal 

behaviour by looking at individual’s personality. This explanation was the works of 

psychologists and other mental health professionals notably Charles Goring (1870-

1919) and Gabriel Trade (Oniha & Edobor, 2019: 171).  They examine the process 

by which behaviour and restraints on behavior are learnt. Nevertheless, the three 

explanations on the causes of criminality viz biological, sociological and 

psychological are somehow related, but still have their unique attributes. When these 

factors are effectively handed, they can lead to sustainable economic growth and 

development (SEGD). 

 

Crime 

There is no singular universally acceptable definition of crime as there are many 

scholars on crime studies.  According to Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 

(3rd edition) crime “is illegal activities in general”. This implies that any activity that is 
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illegal is regarded as crime. In the same vein, the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 

(6th ed) defines crime “as activities that involve breaking the law, an illegal act or activity 

that can be punished by law and an act that you think is immoral or is a big mistake”. 

This definition explains the complex nature of crime i.e. any act or action that is 

considered immoral is seen as a crime but such act is subject to frequent changes and 

interpretations. 

The Black Law Dictionary (9th edition) defines crime as “an act that the law 

makes punishable, the breach of a legal duty as the subject matter of a criminal 

proceeding “. Durkhein (1933) in analyzing the high rate of crime and industrial conflicts 

in the industrial society, belief that expansion of industrialized society due to division of 

labour portends a great fear to social solidarity that can cause crime or violence. To him 

(Durklein) crime is a normal occurrence emanating from situations where moral 

obligations and social controls are weak and not strong enough to control social 

behaviour. 

Adebayo (2013) opined that the police are mandated to prevent and control crime 

as government agent. He further stated that the inability of the police to control and 

prevent crime, the breakdown of family values, prevalence of bribery and corruption and 

high unemployment rate have all contributed to a further breakdown of law and order. To 

him – Adebayo, it is the sole responsibility of the police to deal with social problems 

(crime inclusive) in any society. 

According to Oniha and Edobor (2019) “crime dates back to the origin of man. It 

is traceable to the Garden of Eden where God specifically instructed Adam and Eve not 

to eat of the forbidden fruit, with penalty for disobeying or violating the instruction. (See 

Genesis 2:16-17). 

 

Causes of Crime 

As earlier postulated, the causes of crime can be categorized into three main 

groups namely; Biological, Sociological; and Psychological. However, other causes of 

crime which may fall into the above categories include: 

• Family neglect, 

• Greed / quest for quick wealth 

• Retaliation over perceived offence 

• Agitation over resources control 

• Government ineptitude/ failure 

• Government policies 

• Peer group influence 

 

Types of Crime 

Basically, there are three types of crime namely: 

(a) Violent crime: This is a type of crime committed against another person causing him/ 

her bodily harm e.g. armed robbery, rape, suicide bombing, kidnapping etc 
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(b) Property crime: This is an act that involves the destruction of another person’s 

property or the forceful taking away of others belongings e.g. burglary, stealing, 

arson, extortion, etc. 

(c) Organized crime: This is a king of all criminal act that is both within and across 

national boundaries such as drug trafficking, human trafficking, money- laundry, 

hoarding, political thuggery, assassination, embezzlement, bank fraud, etc. 

 

Prevention and Control of Crime in Nigeria 

 According to the Nigerian Police Act 1979 as cited in Adebayo (2013), dealing 

with social problems in any society is the sole responsibility of the police. He asserted 

that the police force is employed for the detection and prevention of crime, apprehension 

of offenders, the protection of life and property, and due enforcement of all laws and 

order in Nigeria. 

 However, the issue of crime prevention and control has gone beyond the sole 

responsibility of the police. Communities, households, neighbourhood and individuals 

have resorted to securing themselves. Also measures have been put in place in preventing 

and controlling crime in any society. Such measures according to Oniha and Edobor 

(2019) include. 

• Punishment: -This is a passionate reaction of graduated intensity that society 

exercises through the medium of body acting upon those of the members who have 

violated certain rules of conduct. Black’s Law Dictionary (9th ed) defined it as a 

sanction such as a fine, penalty, confinement or loss of property, right or privilege 

assessment against a person who has violated the law. Punishment could be of 

different forms viz; capital punishment, corporal punishment, imprisonment, 

probation, community service, and fine and restitution. 

• Reformation Rehabilitation: - This method of crime prevention and control attempts 

to cause a character change in-law violators. It brings about behavioural change that 

will reduce crime in the society. 

• Deterrence: - This is a measure of criminal sentencing that seeks to inhabit criminal 

behaviour through the fear of punishment. It adopts the threat of punishment to 

convince people that crime is not good. Deterrence is of two types namely general 

and specific. General deterrence refers to the idea that when people see criminals 

being punished accordingly, it will reduce the tendency of others committing similar 

offence(s). Specific deterrence entails using punishment against criminals for past 

offences to discourage from future criminal behaviour. 

• Incapacitation: - This measure involves the use of imprisonment to reduce the use of 

imprisonment to reduce the likelihood that an offender may commit other crime in 

the future. 

Other measures that could help in crime prevention and control include: 

• Functional Education: - This will inculcate good moral values and positive behaviour 

not only on its product but also on others that will have interface with the system.  



The Impact of Crime on Sustainable Economic Growth and Development in Nigeria 
 

 82 

• Gainful Employment: -When individuals are gainfully employed with their benefits 

and entitlement paid as at when due, the tendency to engage in criminal behaviour 

will reduce. 

• Justice and Equity: - When justice, equity and fairness becomes the order of the day 

in crime management, the rate of criminal activities will reduce considerably.  

• Confidentiality: - When members of the society/ public can have confidence in law 

enforcement agents by giving them useful and reliable information about suspected 

criminals, the rate of crime will equally reduce. 

Nevertheless, if the above measures are systematically implemented, crime 

prevention and control will be effective thereby boosting sustainable economic growth 

and development in any society. 

 

Challenges of Crime Management. 

There are many factors hindering the fight against crime in any society- Nigeria 

inclusive. Some of the factors include: 

• Awareness: -Some people are not really aware that anyone can become a victim of 

crime at any time and so do not take necessary precautionary measure(s) to safeguard 

themselves. 

• Bribery and Corruption: - This is a problem that have eaten deep into our society. So 

it become a big problem in fighting crime because people (especially crime fighters) 

cannot be trusted. 

• Equipment / Crime Detectors: - Modern equipment and crime detectors are needed in 

combating crime nowadays because of the sophisticated means used by criminals 

presently. But these equipment and crime detectors are not always available. 

• Incentives: -Most crime fighters like the police and other law enforcement agents are 

not adequately encouraged with incentives. 

• Uncontrolled Population: - The increase in population without a corresponding 

planned population management strategy is another challenge to crime management. 

 

Impact of Crime on Sustainable Economic Growth and Development in Nigeria 

The relevance of sustainable economic growth and development cannot be over- 

emphasized. Sustainable economic growth is a requirement for poverty alleviation 

through increased investment and employment creation on one side, while employment 

creation on the other side increases per capita income. Per capita income itself increases 

savings which will later be invested into the economy. The above analysis will help 

reduce the rate of crime in any society. Economic growth is measured by increase in per 

capital income, improved standard of living, and increase in Gross Domestic product 

(GDP), among others.  

Economic growth lays emphasis on increase in productivity and a positive 

change in an economy.  Sustainable development must lay hold on meeting the needs of 

present society without compromising the ability of future generations in meeting their 

own needs. The aim of sustainable economic growth and development is to ensure a 
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sustainable/continuous improvement in the well-being of the people, bestow socio- 

economic benefits to them as well as solve their societal problems. 

However, the impact of crime on sustainable economic growth and development 

could be positive and negative. For the purpose of this paper, the impacts of crime were 

deduced from Adebayo (2013). 

• Increase in knowledge: - Crime has invariably increase the knowledge of members of 

the society. There are fields of studies on crime such as Criminology, Law, 

Psychology, Sociology, and Civic Education. 

• Breakdown of family values: - Crime has caused breakdown of family values 

(Adebayo, 2013). Some individuals have brought shame to their family as a result of 

criminal activity. 

• Prevalence of Bribery and Corruption: - Bribery and corruption are common 

occurrences in both public and private organizations. This act has caused decreased 

in economic growth and development in Nigeria. 

• High Unemployment Rate: - Due to prevalent high crime rate in Nigeria, there is high 

rate of unemployment. Money meant for industrial and infrastructural development 

are either embezzled or misappropriated.  

• Breakdown of law and Order: - Crime has always resulted in breakdown of law and 

order in society. 

• Loss of lives: Many have been killed and some marred or deformed as a result of 

criminal activities. 

• Destruction of properties: - Unquantifiable properties of both government and 

individuals are destroyed yearly because of crime. 

• Wastage of Resources: - Resources such as time, money and energy that are 

supposed to be channeled toward development are wasted in managing crime. 

• Decrease in Standard of living: - The standard of living in Nigeria is low due to 

criminal activities which have affected sustainable growth and development. 

 

Conclusion 

The need for crime prevention and control cannot be over stressed. This is sequel 

to the fact that the prevalence of crime is a determinant factor to sustainable economic 

growth and development. The issue of crime is either under reported or over exaggerated 

for political reasons. Crime can be reduced to its barest minimum through functional 

education which is equally capable of promoting sustainable economic growth and 

development. 

 

Recommendations 

The paper recommended among others that: 

1. Functional Education should be provided for all 

2. The constitution should stipulate stiffer punishment for criminals. 

3. Training and retraining programmes should be provided for crime fighters. 

4. Modern crime detectors should be provided 
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5. Crime prevention and control should be the concern of all. 
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