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Abstract 

The paper attempts to examine the impact of the land border closure and its 

social economic cum security implications. The paper believes that the closure 
became the more necessary in the face of huge security challenges that has 

bedeviled the nation on one hand and the illegal importation of goods and 
services on the other hand, all these, the paper concluded has serious negative 

effects on not only the economy but equally has serious security implications. 

Both the Primary and secondary data were used and findings revealed that 
during the period of the closure or drill, the rate of insurgency was not only 

reduced, local production of food items increased resulting to the creation of 
employment opportunities, and above all the rate of fuel consumption in the 

Border Towns reduced drastically. Upon these findings, the paper concludes that 

there is a strong correlation between the closure and reduction of insurgency, 
consumption of locally made foods and above all for the first time local 

producers of commodities like rice, sugar and poultry products smiled or gained 

tremendously. Likewise, the closure or drill may be a temporary setback or a 
serious hemorrhage for some Nigerians whatever the case, the closure, is a 

boost to the economy and a bold attempt to stop being unnecessary Father 
Christmas to our neighboring countries in terms of fuel subsidy in particular. 

The paper however, recommends amongst others the cooperation of the 

neighboring countries in having what its described as common or collaborative 
prohibitions, training and modern weaponry for all uniformed men saddled with 

the responsibilities of manning the borders and above all the use of technology 
as against the present practice. 

 

Keywords: Border, border closure, socio-economic, security, implications. 

 
Background to the study 

Every serious minded nations of the world guard and protect its territorial 

boundaries, with particular references to the influx of both human and materials. Security, 

no doubt is paramount in enthroning egalitarian society, this emanates from the fact that a 

nonchalant disposition to a nation’s territorial boundaries is tantamount to invitation to 

asphyxiating the socio-economic cum security architecture of such nation.  
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Nigeria gained her territorial independence from Great Britain in 1960, sharing 

boundary with other neighboring African countries, Republic of Benin, Chad, Cameroon, 

and Niger. The border enables such nations to know her territorial jurisdiction, with this, 

nations of the world are able to cater effectively for her population in respect of having 

accurate statistics of the numbers that comes in and goes out of the shore of such 

countries. Scholars like Iyoha and Haruna have argued that the Nigeria borders are 

porous and this has dire consequences to the nation’s economy, security and development. 

Others, like Ainabor and Otti however, stressed that the need to sustain the closure of the 

country’s land border, insisting that the closure was critical to boosting local production, 

employment generation and above all panacea to the elusive search for the nation’s peace. 

Emefiele (2019) observed that the necessity for enhancing economic growth in the face 

of slowdown growth of the global economy can be achieved through this closure, the 

closure he said was critical to nation building. 

Nigeria as a nation has been battling insurgency over a decade now, although the 

government in Nigeria has repeatedly said that Boko Haram has been technically 

defeated, Nigeria is not only grasping for survival in the hands of these dreaded terrorist 

groups but other groups have reared their ugly heads making the country to be investing 

her hard earned resources in fighting endless wars (Muhammed, 2019). The proscribed 

Islamic movement of Nigeria, IMN, IPOB, Miyetti-Allah, farmers and herder’s clashes, 

kidnapping, armed Banditry and Robbery are some security hiccups of the Nigeria 

government. More so, reports from the Nigerian dallies notably The Nation and The 

Vanguard have it that no fewer than One Thousand Four Hundred (1400) persons have 

been killed by bandits in the last seven months-some citizens have been kidnapped, some 

killed by their captors, the case of Professor Okedayo, Catholic Priest, Auchi Polytechnic 

staff (Okolie), too numerous to mention. For some who were lucky, Cmd Prof. Sylvanus 

Okogbemi, Daz Momoh, Austin Osifoh, Suleman Tijani Adetunji, Samson Siasia’s 

mother were all released after the payment of various ransoms. The trauma or unpleasant 

experience of the aforementioned victims till date affects their psychological and 

financial stability. Insecurity in Nigeria appeared to have defiled solutions hence the new 

twist of even dialoging with the bandits have been muted - Governor Bello Masari of 

Katsina State tried the dialoging system and it worked, hence the incidences of banditry, 

kidnapping has significantly reduced in that state (Masari, 2019). 

In today’s troubled Nigeria, delivery of dividends of democracy is now a 

growing concern to every level of government. This is partly owing to the rising security 

challenges in the country, which is already giving those in positions of authority sleepless 

nights. And there is no breather in sight, where the bandits are not wreaking havoc on 

innocent citizens, kidnapping becomes a regular occurrence. In the face of all, 

government at all levels have had to grapple with the challenge of striking a delicate 

balance between the limited resources available in the depressed economy and the rising 

expectations from the electorate vis-à-vis the bogus electioneering promises made during 

their campaigns. 

In a swift reaction by government in checking insecurity and otherwise the 

temporary closure of her land border became a necessary solution though this has come 
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with some benefits and costs. The researcher noted that reports indicated a drastic 

reduction in the activities of Boko Haram, Armed Banditry and other security challenges, 

in the wake of this, the Lagos chamber of commerce and industry (LCCI) has frowned at 

the disruptions and losses that businesses and individuals have suffered as a result of the 

border closure, large number of informal sector players and individual doing legitimate 

businesses across the borders have become victims of the new directives, they asserted 

(Muda, 2019). 

Muda (2019) affirmed that the closure of the land borders has come with benefits 

and cost. He said though reports indicate a drastic reduction in smuggling of rice, poultry 

products, sugar and smuggling of petroleum products outside the country, it is important 

to reckon with the costs, supply chain disruptions and losses that businesses and 

individuals have suffered as a result of the closure. The immediate effect of insecurity on 

the nation has rendered the people displaced; development is stifled, economic meltdown, 

low investment, poverty in the land, life becoming difficult and unbearable for the 

average citizen. On the long run, these become a threat to peaceful coexistence as a 

nation. However, the insecurity witnessed in Nigeria today is due to the country’s 

inability to harness and maximize her diversity (Todaro, 1977). The greatness of Nigeria 

is her diversity, United States for example is the most diversified country in the world, 

harnessing our diversity by giving inclusion to all groups is a likely solution to all these 

problems. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Nigeria is regarded as the giant of Africa but the economic realities on ground 

does not sustain that assumption, the case of the country depicts a sorry situation, a 

dumping ground where smuggling activities across the land borders undermine local 

production of goods and services. The scenario has rendered all economic policies less 

potent, the nation being regarded as headquarter of poverty, and graduates roaming the 

streets aimlessly and engaging in all manner of illegal means to survive. Besides, local 

productions of goods and services suffer, all security arrangement fails, no wonder some 

people had called for the removal of all the service chiefs, unemployment multiplied, 

local industries are dying slowly and above all consumption of PMS (fuel) doubled. In 

other words, Nigeria kept on subsidizing fuel for her neighboring countries at the 

detriment of the country and citizens.  

Sad enough, despite the beautiful policies of successive governments, have not 

been able to revive its ailing industries, local production and consumption of food items. 

In a bid to resolve the aforementioned problem, the government temporary close down all 

her land borders. The essence of the closure is to essentially empower Nigerians 

economically. This paper therefore attempts to examine the necessity of border closure 

and its socio-economic cum security implication in Nigeria. 
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Research Questions 

1. What are the effects of the land border closure to the local production of goods and 

services? 

2. What visible impact does the land border closure has on the socio-economic cum 

security activities in Nigeria? 

3. In what way can one say the closure has impacted positively on the growth of the 

economy? 

4. Is the border closure a solution to the myriads of economic and security problems in 

Nigeria? 

 

Objectives of the study 

1. To examine whether the land border closure could be used as a boost to local 

production of goods in Nigeria. 

2. To find out if there is any visible impact the land border closure has on socio-

economic cum security activities in Nigeria. 

3. To identify specifically the impact of the closure on the growth of the economy. 

4. To find out if the land border closure is a panacea to the myriads of socio-economic 

cum security challenges in Nigeria. 

 

Research Hypotheses 

To guide the research, the following null hypotheses will suffice. 

1. There is no positive relationship between the land border closure and local 

production of goods advantageous to indigenous Nigerian. 

2. There is no significant relationship between the land border closure and the types of 

socio-economic cum security activities in Nigeria. 

3. There is no correlation between economic growth due to land border closure from 

20th August 2019-31 December, 2019 

4. There is no correlation between border closure and security challenges in Nigeria 

 

Literature Review 

 

Border closure and its socio-economic cum security implications 

The recent border closure of the federal government of Nigeria of 20th August 

2019 has some socio-economic development underpinnings. The closure, though very 

hard on the citizens, is expected to fast-track rural and community development. 

The elusive search for peace in Nigeria appears to have been on forever.  Like a 

needle lost in a haystack, every successive government had spent a good chunk of its time 

searching for a way to restore peace to the land, but all to no avail. And now, more than 

any other time in the recent past, the country is facing the most challenging security 

threat, especially with the increasing sophistication of the dreaded Boko Haram 

insurgents, rising incident of farmers/herdsmen clashes, arm proliferation, banditry, 

kidnapping among other criminalities. In spite the humongous financial resources 

deployed by the Buhari administration to address the issues of ethnic chauvinism 
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religious intolerance as well as  mutual suspicion  among different nationalities have 

almost put the country on the edge of the precipice, thank God Almighty we survived till 

now. 

 

Causes of Insecurity in Nigeria 

The paper attempts to identify but not limited to the under listed as the cause of 

insecurity and socio-economic problems in Nigeria, viz: 

1. Unemployment 

2. Corruption 

3. Lack of political will 

4. Ethnicity 

5. Religious bigotry  

6. Poverty 

7. Enthronement of unpopular candidate during election 

 

Methodology 

The researchers employed survey research design in this study. Structured 

questionnaires were administered. One Hundred (100) persons drawn from Federal 

Ministry of Information, Finance, Central bank Staff, Immigration, Customs, NDLEA, 

Academic Staff from Higher Institutions of learning and some local producers of rice; 

interview was equally used to complement the questionnaire. 

Proportionate stratified random sampling technique was adopted for the selection 

of subjects from the population whereby 35 females were selected from every ministry 

while the remaining 65% were males. Following this sampling procedure, a sample of 

(hundred) 100 was selected i.e. twenty (20) from Ministry of Information and Tourism 

(Management 6, Supervisor 5, Junior staff 9), Immigration 6, Customs 7, NDLEA 5, 

Army 5, Academics Staff of Higher Institution 20, Local Producers 30, and Marketers 7 

respectively. 

The data used in this study were gathered from both primary and secondary 

sources. In addition to the information from the respondents, secondary sources such as 

textbooks, academic journals, articles, magazines, newspapers, internet and so on were 

also utilized. To collect data in order to investigate the relationship of variables, 

standardized questionnaires were administered by the researchers to agencies and 

individuals. The close-end questionnaire were structured in simple language and divided 

into two sections. Section A contained the basic demographic data and general 

information of the respondent while section B related to the issue and opinion of the 

respondents. 

The responses from the questionnaire were analyzed through the Rensis Likert 4 

point scale SA, A, D, SD method. This was employed in testing the hypotheses generated 

from the survey by establishing relationship (if any between the variables) and the issues 

annularly to them. 
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Data Presentation and Analysis 

 

Data Presentation based on Interview and Questionnaire 

In-depth interview was conducted to complement the structured questionnaire. A 

total number of (50) Fifty persons were interviewed, these persons comprise of staff from 

Ministry of Information, Finance, Customs, Central Bank of Nigeria, Army, Navy, 

NDLEA, Members of National Assembly, Academic Staff of related discipline from 

Monotechnics, Polytechnics, and Universities. The raw data gathered from the indepth 

interview are hereby presented as follows: 

 
Table 1: Question One: What are the effects of the land border closure to local 

production of goods and services? 

S/N Questions SA A D SD Total 

1. Was the closure a calculated 

attempt to stimulate local 

production of food items? 

60 30 6 4 100 

2. Is it believed that the closure will 

generate employment opportunities 

and a boost to agriculture? 

70 30 - - 100 

3. Will government intervention 

through soft loans assist local 

farmers  

90 5 3 2 100 

4. Is the local produced goods e.g. 

rice more expensive and why? 

95 2 1 2 100 

5. Do you think adequate fund by 

government to entrepreneurs will 

help in the production and 

reduction of prices for locally made 

goods? 

85 5 4 1 100 

 

The responses of the fifty persons interviewed are hereby summarized thus; 

 

- Interview Question One (1): What are the effects of the land border closure to 

the local production of goods and services? 

The closure no doubt expected to stimulate economic growth and create job 

opportunities, especially in the area of agriculture. Responding to the same question, 

majority of the interviewees were very vehement and put the blames on those unpatriotic 

Nigeria who do not want the local industry to grow. Majority of respondents agreed that 

government that government intervention through loans and other incentives has assisted 

tremendously in local production of rice and poultry. Corroborating this, the Natural 

Institute for Animal Science NIAS emphasized that the institute was able to rake in 

50Billion naira between August and December 2019. 



Edo Polytechnic Journal of Administration and Development Vol.1, No. 1, January, 2020 
 

 48 

Also in support of the closure as a way of boosting local production, Emefiele 

(2019) said the closure was crucial to boosting local production and employment 

generation which is necessary for enhancing economic growth. In addition, he remarked; 

 

“Two weeks to the closure of the border, I was called by rice millers, not less 

than five rice millers were complaining that each of them had nothing less 

than 30,000 metric tonnes of milled rice in their warehouses that they 

couldn’t sell as a result of smuggling. I was called by some of the poultry 

farmers that we were also financing through our intervention that they 

couldn’t sell their eggs and poultry items. A week after the border closure, 

the rice millers called back to say, government thank you very much, we 

don’t know what happened, we don’t know if it was you that spoke to the 

President. With this border closure, we have exhausted all our rice in our 

warehouses; people are coming to deposit money”. 

 

Some respondents however, disagreed and held on to the view that the land 

border closure had only brought hardship to the people as the locally produced rice for 

example is very expensive. Good numbers of the respondents however responded that 

with adequate fund intervention by the government to the farmers will help in huge 

production of these commodities and this by extension will naturally force down the price 

and it will reduce the quest for foreign rice-they emphasized. A top official in the 

Ministry of Finance categorically said the government has secured a loan from the World 

Bank to be committed to agriculture which is believed to have value chain or multiplier 

effects on the economy, he added.  

 
Table 2: Question Two: What visible impact does the land closure has on socio-

economic cum security activities in Nigeria? 

S/N Questions SA A D SD Total 

1. Has the closure helped to solve or 

reduce security issue in Nigeria 

between August-December 2019? 

70 10 8 12 100 

2. Has the closure encouraged the 

consumption of local foods? 

80 3 7 10 100 

3. Has the farmers e.g. rice, poultry 

benefitted from the closure? 

80 7 10 3 100 

4. Is the closure a means of generating 

jobs? 

60 20 10 10 100 

5. Is the closure a way of raising our 

GDP? 

80 5 5 10 100 
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- Interview Question Two: What is the visible impact does the land border closure 

has on the socio-economic cum security activities in Nigeria? 

Responding to this question, the responses of the fifty interviewees are encapsulated 
as follows: 

All the respondents believed that the closure has further put live back to the 
socio-economic cum security activities in Nigeria. They believed that the closure has 
helped to minimize the space of insurgencies. It has assisted in the consumption of 
locally made foods and it has equally helped to create some jobs in agricultural sector and 
these have raised the national products of Nigeria. 
Some respondents in the border towns emphasized that the closure has helped to reduce 
the rate of PMS (fuel) in Nigeria which means Nigeria was subsiding fuels for her 
neighboring countries. In all the border towns 10% reduction of PMS which is 6million 
PMS. 

A government official emphatically said in Adamawa state (a border town) for 
example sharing boundary with Cameroon hitherto was normally supplied 100 trucks of 
PMS but has reduced to 30-35 trucks only a daily basis, also in Krake and Seme borders 
respectively. This was corroborated by Lai Muhammed, Minister of Information on the 
reason behind the close-down of filling stations twenty metres to the borders. A 
Beniniouse actually said the border closure is good for Nigeria’s economy because 
according to him, “we from Republic of Benin are ten million in terms of population and 
Nigeria is over 200 Million, we get supplies of rice from China, Thailand making our 
country a route to killing Nigeria economy, this quantity of rice received from the above 
countries cannot be consumed in Benin Republic, hence they are smuggled into Nigeria 
thereby killing their local production. 

 
Table 3: Question Three: In what ways can one say the closure has impacted 

positively on the growth of the country? 

S/N Questions SA A D SD Total 

1. Has it helped in food production? 40 20 18 22 100 

2. Has the closure assisted local 
farmers in making more money? 

70 15 5 10 100 

3. Has the closure minimized the 
consumption of fuel in border 
towns? 

90 2 3 5 100 

4. Has the closure helped to reduce the 
consumption of banned food items? 

10 30 10 50 100 

5. Is the closure a boost to Nigerian 
economy and that to our neighbors? 

95 3 1 2 100 
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Interview Question Three: In what way can say the closure has impacted positively 

on the growth of the economy? 

Responding to the above question, the thoughts of the interviewees are summarized 
below: 

Land border closure is a necessary evil arising from the numerous benefits that 
outweigh the demerits if any, firstly, it has helped in the production of food, is it not 
shameful that Nigeria as the giant of Africa is importing toothpick, are you saying that no 
industries can be encouraged to produce toothpick? Again, the closure has assisted local 
farmers as it has also brought to the fore that we have been subsidizing fuel for Cameroon, 
Chad, Niger and Republic of Benin. Other interviewees however reiterated that the 
closure through temporary should be extended to the country water ways because 
smuggling was still very rampant though minimal. Speaking further, some respondents 
said why the border is a blessing to Nigeria and a curse to the neighboring countries-why 
should they cry more than the bereaved. The border should be permanently closed, they 
emphasized.  

 

Table 4: Question Four: Is the border closure a panacea to the myriads of socio-

economic cum security problems in Nigeria? 

S/N Questions SA A D SD Total 

1. Is the land border closure a solution 
to socio-economic problems e.g. 
smuggling in Nigeria? 

20 10 30 40 100 

2. Is common restriction a solution to 
smuggling in Nigeria? 

95 3 1 2 100 

3. Is corruption responsible for socio-
economic cum security problems in 
Nigeria? 

97 3 0 0 100 

4. Do you think agencies of 
government need training and 
adequate technology to fight 
smuggling in Nigeria? 

70 5 10 15 100 

5. Has the closure reduced 
kidnapping, insurgency and armed 
robbery? 

50 15 5 30 100 
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Interview Question Four: Is the land border closure a panacea to the myriads of 

socio-economic cum security problems in Nigeria? 

The views of the respondents are summarized thus; 
No doubt the border closure is a solution to smuggling in Nigeria. The view is in 

agreement with the federal government position. Some however believed that the closure 
will stimulate particularly economic activities that will bring development. Others 

however, held the view that it took a good political will to close the border because Mr. 
President is ready to kill corruption, that smuggling is possible due to corrupt tendencies 

of government officials at the borders.  
To further solve this problem of corruption, all uniform men need training and 

adequate technology to fight this menace. Some however added that the closure has 
helped to reduce the spate of insurgency, banditing, armed robbery, while other disagree 

that the closure has only rendered some jobless and this might breed criminality. This is 
corroborated by a licensed custom, chief Ushi 2019 who remarked “border closure now 

breeding criminality in Seme”. 
 

Test of Hypotheses and Discussion of Findings 

In line with the objectives of this research, some assumptions were made to be 
tested in order to verify its significance. 

 
Hypothesis One 

Ho: There is no positive relationship between the land border closure and local 
production of goods advantageous to the indigenous Nigeria. 

To test for the research hypothesis 1, question 1 (items 1, 2, 3, & 4) were used. 
There is significant relationship between border closure and local production of goods by 

the indigenous people in Nigeria. The null hypothesis is rejected, this shows that the 
policy is in the right step in revamping the economy, by giving local entrepreneurs 

conducive environment to thrive. 
 

Findings from Questionnaire 

The data obtained in the course of this research survey are presented in coding 

sheet in Excel format. 
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Table 1.1: What are the effects of the land border closure to local production of 

goods and services? 

 Responses  Mean R1.1 Ranking 

1. The closure will fast-track 

local production of goods 

3.42 0.86 1 

2. Generation of employment 3.37 0.84 2 

3. Government intervention in 

terms of loans 

3.22 0.80 3 

4. The closure led to expensive 
goods and services 

2.87 0.72 4 

 

In determining the effects of the land border closure on local products of goods 
and services, the general agreement of opinions from the sample population is that, the 

closure will help fast-track economic growth, generation of employment and revenue for 
the government, while other believed that government financial intervention will help 

increase production which in turn will help reduce the high prices of commodities 
occasioned by the closure. The findings are in line with Abubakar (2019) who opined that 

the land border closure should be sustained because the government had lost over 150 
billion naira to rice smugglers. 

 
Hypothesis Two 

Ho: There is no significant relationship between the land border closure and the types of 
socio-economic cum security activities in Nigeria. To test for the research hypothesis two 

(items 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5) were used 
 

Hypothesis two was tested using correlation analysis of Pearson Product Method. 
Pearson correlation test determines the degree of association among the independent 

variables (socio-economic cum security and land border closure). This suggested that 

there is a high positive and significant relation. This result was corroborated by Federal 
Ministry of Information and culture that over two hundred (200) tons of cargo in the last 

few months found their ways in the right channels which means an increase in revenue, 
this was further confirmed by Nigeria Ports Authority. Therefore, the border closure has 

helped to increase the socio-economic activity com security in Nigeria. 
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Table 1.2: Discussion on the visible impact the land border closure has on socio-

economic cum security activities in Nigeria? 

 Responses  Mean R1.1 Ranking 

1. It has helped in the local 

consumption of food 

3.58 0.90 1 

2. The local farmers have 
benefitted 

3.88 0.90 2 

3. The closure has helped to 
reduce insecurity 

3.50 0.87 3 

4. It serves as a means of 

generating jobs 

3.41 0.85 4 

 

The mean response, relative importance index and ranking analysis in table 1.2 
suggest there is strong agreement of opinions that: the visible impact of the land border 

closure has helped to reduce security challenges between August and November 2019. It 
encouraged in the local consumption of locally made food because Nigerian is reputed 

for consuming foreign food and above all it had helped the farmers and more importantly 

a way of generating jobs Emefiele (2019). The belief of the respondents is that the 
closure has further helped to raise the revenue base of government. This is corroborated 

by the by the federal ministry of information that government had raked in over fifty 
billion naira that would have been lost to smugglers. 

 
Hypothesis Three 

Ho: There is no correlation between economic growth and land border closure from 20th 
August to 31st December 2019. 

 
To test for this research hypothesis Question 3 (items 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) were used. 

Pearson Product Moment Method was used and the result shows clearly that there is 
positive correlation between economic growth of a nation and border closure, this 

underscores the views of the CBN governor, many of the respondents in both the 
questionnaire and interviews. 

 



Edo Polytechnic Journal of Administration and Development Vol.1, No. 1, January, 2020 
 

 54 

Table 1.3: Discussion on what ways the closure has impacted on the growth of the 

economy 

 Responses  Mean R1.1 Ranking 

1. The closure has helped in 
production of local rice, 

poultry product and sugar 

3.61 0.90 1 

2. Assisted the local farmers  3.39 0.89 2 

3. Has assisted in reducing the 

smuggling of petroleum 
products especially in the 

border towns 

3.27 0.82 3 

4. It has helped boost the 
economy in term of revenue 

generation by government 

3.19 0.80 4 

 

Interrogating the impact on the closure in the growth of the economy, all 
respondents held strongly that the closure has assisted in larger volume of production of 

rice and poultry products, giving farmers face-lift and has reduced the consumption of 
PMS (fuel). This view is in agreement with the monitoring team in Adamawa that said 

the border closure has helped to reduce the daily supply from 100 to 30 trucks, which 
means the remaining trucks were actually smuggled. This was also corroborated by 

President Buhari on his 2020 New Year message “we have been good neighbors and 
citizens to our neighbors but we must safeguard our economy”. 

Hypothesis Four 

Ho: There is no correlation between border closure and security challenges in Nigeria 
The test shows vividly that there is strong relationship between border closure an 

security implications in Nigeria. The belief is that illegal importation of ammunitions has 
reduced as well as importation of substandard goods. 

 

Table 1.4: Discussion on border closure as a panacea to myriads of socio-economic 

cum security problems in Nigeria  

 Responses  Mean R1.1 Ranking 

1. Border closure is the solution 

to socio-economic cum 
security problems 

 

3.62 0.91 1 

2. Common restrictions is the 

solutions to smuggling  

3.45 0.86 2 

3. Corruption is a major factor 3.45 0.86 3 

4. Training and adequate 

technology 

3.29 0.82 4 
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Evaluating border closure as panacea to socio-economic challenges, the 
respondents believed that Nigeria would not be able to do more if the neighboring 

countries do not key into the closure arrangements, while other see it as solution to the 
problems of insecurity, others believed that training is necessary. This belief concurred 

with Buhari (2020) is to safeguard economy and security. 
 

Findings based on Interview 

Data were collected from sampled population, the interviewees were carefully 

selected based on their wealth of experience. Broder closure became a burning issue 
where some saw the policy as an act by the Buhari administration to punish the citizens. 

 

Question One: What are the effects of the land border closure to the local 

production of goods and services? 

A meticulous analysis of the above research question revealed that 48% agreed 

that the closure no doubt will yield not only the local production but also raising the 
nation’s GDP and creating jobs opportunities. This is in line with (Emefiele 2019 & 

Buhari 2020). 

 

Question Two: What is the visible impact the land border closure has on the socio-

economic cum security activities in Nigeria? 

The closure has helped the country to reduce smuggling. This belief is 

corroborated by NPA and FMIC (2019) “we have been able to save 80 billion naira that 
would have been smuggled out, also is the reduction of fuel consumption from 100 trucks 

to 30 trucks is an achievement”. 
 

Question Three: In what way can we say the closure has impacted positively on the 

growth of the economy? 

The closure has helped us to consume what we produce and also has assisted in 
stimulating the economy which will help reduce poverty by way of providing 

employment opportunities. 
Question Four: Is the land border closure a panacea to the myriads of socio-

economic cum security problems in Nigeria? 

This is the solution to the socio-economic cum security hiccups in Nigeria, but 

our neighboring countries must key into the agenda. 
 

Conclusion  

Conclusively, the research examined empirically the socio-economic cum 
security implications of the land border closure. It was revealed in course of the study 

that the border closure has positive impact on economic growth and security in Nigeria. 
In terms of the strength of the relationship, the results have shown that the closure has 

initial effects on citizens’ perception. The study also revealed that some of Nigeria 
neighboring countries like Cameroon, Togo and Benin Republic are being used as route 

to work against Nigeria’s economy. 



Edo Polytechnic Journal of Administration and Development Vol.1, No. 1, January, 2020 
 

 56 

Recommendations 
In order to sustain the level of economic growth in terms to local production of 

goods, creation of jobs and reduction of insecurity in Nigeria, the paper recommends as 
follows: 

1. The cooperation of neighboring countries is required where common prohibitions 
that will further give the closure the necessary impetus. 

2. Training and the use of modern weapons for all persons saddled with border matters. 

3. Government should make fund available and accessible for the grassroot farmers as 
this will help stimulate product and by extension push down the prices of foreign 

goods. 
4. The use of technology is also recommended as this will help regulate all activities 

within the border areas. 
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