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Abstract  

In the process of resettling displaced persons, the imperative of surveying the 
willingness of migrants to return instead of forceful resettlement cannot be 
overemphasized. Using mixed research methods, we surveyed the return 
intention of Displaced Persons in three North Eastern states of Adamawa, Borno 
and Yobe states. Supplemented by six (6) key informant interviewees and 1200 
copies of structured questionnaire were administered in the three states and 
1014 copies were successfully retrieved. The survey found that majority of the 
internally displaced persons do not wish to return to their original places of 
abode but rather require food and non-food interventions to support their 
livelihoods in their new places of residence. Though areas of competition over 
common pool resources such as forest, water and farmlands abound, the 
research found that due to similarity of culture and traditions in accessing the 
commons, there are few spots with possibility of crisis. The paper also found that 
traditional authorities play significant role in ensuring accommodation of 
displaced communities and preventing crisis especially in rural areas. The 
research recommended inter alia, awareness creation among internally 
displaced persons to enable them make informed decisions on whether to return 
or remain in their chosen places of residence. 
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Introduction 

After the success against Boko Haram Insurgency in northeastern Nigeria, the 
most serious issue on the tables of government, Non-Governmental Organizations, 
community leaders, academicians and the general public is designing channels through 
which internally displaced persons can be rehabilitated and resettled. Sections 41, 42 and 
43 of the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (1999) as amended provides the 
individual with Right of Movement, Right to Freedom from Discrimination and the Right 
to Acquire and Own Immovable property anywhere in Nigeria and this makes it 
necessary to pursue the issue of resettlement based on individual choice to return without 
the use of coercion. In addition, the  
 Principle 29 of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Internally Displaced 
Persons Relating to Return, Resettlement and Reintegration of IDPs (UNHCR, 1998) 
states: 
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i. Internally displaced persons who have returned to their homes or places of habitual 
residence or who have resettled in another part of the country shall not be 
discriminated against as a result of their having been displaced. They shall have the 
right to participate fully and equally in public affairs at all levels and have equal 
access to public services. 

ii. Competent authorities have the duty and responsibility to assist returned and/or 
resettled internally displaced persons to recover, to the extent possible, their property 
and possessions which they left behind or were dispossessed of upon their 
displacement. When recovery of such property and possessions is not possible, 
competent authorities shall provide or assist these persons in obtaining appropriate 
compensation or another form of just reparation. 

Hence to achieve a dignified, safe and successful resettlement of the IDPs, there 
is need to survey their intention to return either to their former places of residence or to 
other locations of their choice. Equally significant, is to assess the possibility of crises 
between the IDPs and host communities over resource utilization and control should the 
displaced persons opt to stay in the host community. 

It is noteworthy that despite the existence of 19 formal IDP camps in Borno, 9 in 
Yobe and 4 in Adamawa states, a large numbers of displaced persons reside in host 
communities. A total of 1, 158, 362 persons live with host communities in Borno; 125, 
689 in Adamawa and 107, 562 in Yobe respectively (NEMA, 2016). This puts pressure 
on the already inadequate health, educational and other infrastructural facilities as well as 
natural resources like rivers, ponds, forests (e.g. firewood and fruit trees). Pressure of 
health facilities lead to shortage of vaccines, affects free-drug programmes and 
doctor/population ration in most communities where IDPs reside (NBS and UNICEF, 
2015). More so, many health and educational facilities were destroyed by the insurgency 
which further compounded the shortage of social facilities. Children of IDPs that are not 
attending schools pose a danger of rising crime due to poor parenting and intense poverty 
which may ignite apathy, feelings of loneliness and mercilessness. With children engaged 
in street begging, the future of a large number of children becomes bleak and the hope of 
restoring them to normal lifestyles is becoming more difficult by the day.  

In a related development, it is reported by men of the Nigerian Security and Civil 
Defense Corps that prostitution is on the rise as members of the host communities seem 
to be capitalizing on the desperate situation of the IDPs and lure them into prostitution 
(Daily Post, 2016). This situation may lead to cases of dumping infants in obscure 
locations or crises between IDPs and host communities if not addressed and accorded the 
urgency it deserves.  
 
Statement of the Problem 

After relative successes of the military against Boko-Haram insurgents in 
Northeastern Nigeria, IDPs were returned to places like Madagali in Adamawa state and 
Goniri of Yobe state without being informed of the situation in their original 
communities which makes them to return to the cities or rely on government handouts 
due to lack of good sources of drinking water, dearth of agricultural tools and traumatic 
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feelings of insecurity (Matazu, 2016). Thus, returning the IDPs without assessing their 
willingness to return based on information about their original homes will only amount to 
waste of resources and may lead to further crises as their original homes may be occupied 
by other IDPs or destroyed by the insurgents, or other natural causes. Worst still, there 
are indications of possible crises between the host communities and IDPs due to 
stigmatization, resource control and rising cases of crime which the government must put 
under control before it becomes xenophobic catastrophe.  It is of paramount importance 
therefore, to supply the IDPs with the necessary information to take informed decisions 
on their willingness to return or otherwise. The research work attempts to assess the 
willingness of IDPs to go back to their original homes, and at the same time, examine the 
possibilities of crises between IDPs and Host Communities should they opt to stay in 
their present places of abode.  
 
Research Questions 

i. Are IDPs willing to return to their places of origin? 
ii. Are the IDPs equipped with information about their places of origin that will enable 

them to make informed decisions? 
iii. What are the areas of possible crises between the IDPs and their host-communities? 
 
Concept of Internally Displaced Persons 

Displaced persons under international law are persons or groups of persons who 
have been forced or obligated to flee or to have cause to leave their homes or place of 
habitual residence in particular, due to or in order to escape the effect of armed conflict, 
violations of human rights, situations of generalized violence, natural or manmade 
disasters, to another place considered relatively safe either within their own national 
borders (as internally displaced persons) or travel across an internationally recognized 
state border (as refugees) (Ladan, 2006). This is a proven testimony regarding the state of 
persons displaced in north-east Nigeria which is caused by Boko Haram insurgency 
leaving countless number of people - women, children and the old into a seemingly 
unending misery.  

The fact that they are displaced from their homes exposes them not only to a 
situation of vulnerability to poverty and human right abuses but also creates avenue for 
stigmatization, increased competition over scarce resources with host communities and 
the tendency towards economic conflict. (Ibanez & Moya 2007).  

Oriakhi and Osemwengie, (2012) observed that attacks from Islamic sect - Boko 
Haram- menace in Nigeria has led to loss of many lives, destruction of properties worth 
billions of Naira, severe damage to infrastructure, loss of investment and income to 
mention but a few. From the foregoing it remains clear evidence that the internally 
displaced persons have suffered immeasurable loss of lives and properties, a condition 
that threw them into grave humanitarian crisis. At the level of communities, the 
insurgency destroyed health and educational facilities, bridges and farms, restricted 
farming activities, school attendance, commerce, craft and funeral activities. This 
changes lifestyles and normal routines through curfew, frisks and other security measures 
that makes people suspect and distrust one another.  
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Thus, the displacement of the surviving population to relatively safe areas and 
post displacement livelihood remained a thing of concern. During the violent conflicts, 
which forced IDPs to leave, most houses and properties are destroyed, looted or burnt 
down (Ladan, 2012). Most IDPs in North-east Nigeria flee to neighboring communities 
that are relatively safe, usually taking refuge in temporary shelters such as public 
buildings, schools, and places of worship among others; having been deprived of their 
homes and sometimes their land and livelihoods. They most times lack access to 
necessities of life such as food, water and shelter. When people decide to flee from 
conflict or violence they sacrifice their homes, livelihoods and the support of their 
communities in order to ensure their immediate safety. The coming on board of present 
administration saw the end to the dastardly phenomenon hence embarking on preparatory 
modalities to return and resettle IDPs to their original places of abode. 

Return of IDPs is a situation in which all persons displaced from their homes 
during conflict are assured the option for a voluntary, safe, and dignified return to their 
homes or resettlement into new homes and communities. Once they reach their 
destinations, returnees should have access to property and compensation, and should 
receive strong reintegration and rehabilitation support to build their livelihoods and 
contribute to long-term socio- economic and political development. With proper concern 
and care, displaced persons can serve as critical and essential human resources toward the 
rebuilding of the polity. Return and resettlement can represent a viable end to conflict and 
restore normal life for the conflict-affected population. The possibility of such rely dearly 
on the concerted efforts by all and sundry towards rebuilding confidence in IDPS and 
complementing such with provision of basic life necessities. 

For IDPs to have confidence in the return process, the areas they are returning to 
needs to be prepared to ensure that it is safe for living. In addition, the IDPs too need to 
be prepared to establish physical and mental confidence to return. Confidence in the 
security established in the home areas will be a major factor in enhancing the return to the 
villages. 
 The IDP themselves express a wish to return given that there is security, that the 
Government approves the return, that there is school and health facilities and finally, that 
they are provided some resettlement packages. Previous research among IDPs has already 
shown that the vast majority of IDPs want to go back to their own land or have already 
gone back to their homes. The dimension which must not be underplayed, though, is the 
importance of individual families reclaiming their property for their future economic 
well-being. Whether people return and are able to find their property (especially 
traditional land) is absolutely crucial and is the key sign of the society returning to peace 
and normality. 

Displacement of persons is perpetually one of the most significant humanitarian 
challenges facing the world. Of the 33.3 million IDPs in the world, Sub-Saharan Africa 
hosts 15 million, with an increase of 7.5% between 2013 and 2014. As the number of 
IDPs continues to increase, attempts at management poses serious challenges for affected 
countries. Notably, global efforts at managing displacement have concentrated more on 
refugees than IDPs, despite the fact that the latter equally constitute a challenge to global 
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advancement. Based on this it stands a clear testimony that the IDPs are worthwhile and 
therefore deserves all possible humanitarian gestures in order to ameliorate their plights. 
Their intention to return therefore hinges on the readiness to carter for their live-saving 
initiatives (Osagioduwa & Oluwakorede, 2016). 

Consequently, there are lots of calls on international donor agencies and Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to render humanitarian assistance to Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) returning to their liberated communities. It was evidenced that 
IDPs had been living in camps for over three years until recently when they started 
returning to liberated communities. In such instances, non-food interventions especially 
agricultural tools, building materials, financial aids and other live-support initiatives will 
aid the reconstruction and resettlement initiatives (The Guardian, 2016). Public 
organizations most often render similar assistance in water supply, education, rural 
electrification and health sectors as most infrastructural facilities had been destroyed by 
Boko Haram insurgents while NGOs like Action against Hunger, Red Cross, Red 
Crescent, Manara, Humanitarian Dialogue etc. indulge more in the areas of food and non-
food interventions (The guardian, 2016). 

From the aforesaid analysis, the returnees deserve urgent humanitarian concern 
preparatory to their unalloyed intention to return to their localities. The unreserved 
concern will tend to serve as a panacea to developmental ills as caused by humanitarian 
crises of especially insurgency and the attendant displacement which subjected countless 
segment of the citizenry into fatal crises.  
 
Methodology 

Due to the nature of this research as an opinion study, survey research design was 
adopted and used to collect data from sampled respondents using validated instruments. 
The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and presented in charts. NEMA and 
SEMA officials were interviewed while 1200 IDPs were sampled from a population of 
1,719,661 through multistage sampling technique in the three selected states of Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe. 
 

Results and Discussion 
 

Fig. 1. Willingness to return 

Source: Field Survey, 2018  
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Fig. 1.1 shows that 823 respondents (81.16%) are not willing to return to their 
original places of residence, whereas few 191 (18.84%) voiced their willingness to return. 
This indicates that majority of displaced persons in the study area are not willing to return 
to their original places of residence which might result in putting excessive pressure on 
the already scarce resources and facilities areas. Displaced persons in the study area are 
making efforts to integrate and settle permanently in the study area especially those living 
in the cities.  This is evidenced by efforts of IDPs to buy residential plots, houses and 
farms as well as their indication of unwillingness to return to their original places of 
residence (Fieldwork, 2018).  

The research further found that those wanting to return are mostly forced by 
experience of threat from members of host communities, such threats include sexual 
harassment, stigmatization and child abuse.  
 
Fig. 1.2 Awareness of security situation in their original residence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field survey, 2018 
 

Fig 1.2 revealed that 89% of respondents are aware of the realities of security 
situation in their homelands, whereas 11% of the respondents have no knowledge of 
security situation in their original places of abode. It was such feelings of insecurity that 
prevented many from returning due to recurring attacks on their villages. Significant 
numbers confirmed that most of their houses were destroyed by insurgents; more so, 
others also attributed the destruction of their houses to rainfall due to their prolonged 
absence. In some instances, other Internally Displaced Persons from more vulnerable 
villages have occupied their houses.  

Should they opt to return, majority of IDPs have the need for food items, 
farmlands and farming capital when they return to their original places of residence, this 
justifies food security challenges suffered by the IDPs and this poses a serious 
impediment to their decision to return, hence pressure on the commons. Significant 
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number of respondents admitted their need for assistance of non-food items such as 
building materials, capital to resume commercial ventures, farm tools and other farm 
related assistance. 

In most instances, there are competition and sometimes cooperation over 
Common Pool Resources such as forest products, irrigation slots and farmlands between 
the host communities and displaced persons. This therefore portrays the proof that 
majority of IDPs are enjoying the utilization of common pool resources along with 
members of host communities even though there are issues of conflicting cultural 
practices with regard to access, utilization and even management of the resources.  

Despite the fact that Utilization of commons used to be crises laden, majority of 
the respondents have proved otherwise as against few that confirmed the possibility of 
crises particularly in the struggle for use of the available resources which they admit as 
scarce and competitive. Stakeholders viewed the youth as the potential cause of crises 
because most of the youths are in their active and desperate stage of attaining livelihood, 
as such they tend to violate the already existing norms and values of the host 
communities as regards the utilization of common pool resources. Some respondents 
stated that women are the likely cause of crises because, most women are widowed and 
are left with wards to manage, hence the desperate struggle to eke out a living 
irrespective of the established norms. Few respondents attributed the likelihood of the 
case of crises to elders due to their inability to consolidate harmony among all categories. 
Stakeholders consider the traditional authorities as the most important institution in 
preventing crisis between the IDPs and their hosts.  
 

Conclusion 
This paper therefore concludes that while some Internally Displaced Persons are 

willing to return to their original places of residence, majority of them prefer to stay in 
their new places of settlement. Sudden population increases resulted in excessive pressure 
on the already scarce resources in the cities which create competition over access and 

utilization of resources and facilities such as forests, water and land. 
 

Recommendations 

i. Since majority of respondents are not willing to return to their original places 
of residence, the paper recommends that efforts towards resettlement of 
displaced communities should be based on individual consent to return. 

ii. Since majority of respondents are aware of the security situation in their 
original places of abode, the security situation is preventing them from 
returning to their original places of residence. It is therefore recommended 
that government should end recurring insurgency to facilitate peaceful return 
of the IDPs to their original places of residence. 

iii. The areas of possible crisis between IDPs and their host communities are 
access and utilization of common pool resources such as forests, water bodies 
and land. This is because most migrants rely heavily on agrarian resources. 
Therefore, the paper recommends that governments at all levels and their 
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agencies such as National Directorate of Employment (NDE) should organize 
entrepreneurship development programmes for IDPs to reduce their 
overdependence on agrarian means of living such as logging.  
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