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Abstract 

The Nigeria space is fraught with corruption of various shades that has 
endangered the lives of worthy citizens. Unemployed youths in their thousands 
have attempted suicidal migration just in search of greener pasture; civil 
servants suffer endlessly while a few leaders greedily exhaust the national sake. 
This paper delved into the psychological torture and insecurity that corrupt 
leadership hand down to her citizens as seen in the text “Naked Soles”, a poetic 
scribbling by Adeoti Gbemisola. This paper also focused on the disillusionment 
of Nigerian citizens who shortly after colonization replaced the euphoria of 
independence with feelings of disappointment and hopelessness. The paper relies 
on postcolonial and psychoanalytical theory. The paper found that psychological 
insecurity is the most dangerous of the different shades of insecurity that is much 
talked about. 
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Introduction 

Nigeria is regarded as the giant of Africa but corruption has almost capsized its 
boat. No wonder her teaming population now suffers the sting of corruption as they bend 

under the psychological ache that characterizes the reign of tyrants in various capacities. 
There are several definitions of corruption supporting the fact that there is no one 

acceptable definition for the concept. 
Osoba (2000) opines that corruption in his own view is a form of anti-social 

behavior by an individual or social group which confess unjust on fraudulent benefits on 

its perpetrator (s) and is inconsistent with the established legal forms and prescribed 
moral ethos of the land and is likely to subvert or diminish the capacity of the legitimate 

authorities to provide fully for the material and spiritual well-being of all members of 
society in a just and equitable manner. p.21. 

Muslim (2011) observes that corruption defies a monolithic conception and 
perception, hence it is being dubbed pandemic. Akinyemi (2000) listed the forms of 

corruption to include bribery extortion, cronyism, nepotism, patronage, graft, and 
embezzlement. Other identifiable elements or forms of corruption are trading in influence, 

kickbacks, electoral and voter fraud and unholy alliance p.21. 
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Aluko (2008) posits that corruption is as old as humanity. Ancient civilizations have 
traces of widespread illegality and corruption. Thus, corruption has been ubiquitous in 

complex societies from ancient Egypt, Israel, Rome, and Greece to the present (Lipset 
and Lenz, 2000).  This does not, however, imply that the immensity of corruption is equal 

in every society although some countries are more corrupt than others. What makes 
Nigeria’s case unique is that corruption is pandemic. 

Furthermore, the enormity of corruption in Nigeria is what has been giving 
patriotic citizens grave concern because it seems to defy prescriptions. In fact, the cancer 

of corruption has mutilated every sphere of the polity. The seemingly intractable and 
multi-dimensional crises, like massive unemployment/ underemployment, abject poverty, 

ethic militias menace, hostage taking, kidnapping, religious violence, electoral 
malpractices barefaced display of power for group or narrow gain, recycling of old faces 

in government that have bedeviled the nation cannot, in anyway, be divorced from 
prevalence of corruption in public and private life (Omonu, 2008). Although there has 

always been official concern for dealing with corruption, such concern has not always 
been properly focused and, as such has been counterproductive. Meanwhile, if poverty 

would be phased out, violence tamed and development accelerated; corruption must be 

squarely addressed (Oladeji, 2011). 
This paper intends to look at how literature, poetry in particular, combats 

insecurity by fighting corruption and corrupt leaders to a standstill. Gbemisola Adeoti’s 
Naked Soles has purposively selected to see our poetic scribbling paints a vivid picture of 

the Nigeria corrupt space and the different theatrics of clueless leaders who gamble with 
the future of the younger generation. 

 

Literary appreciation of Naked Soles 

The poem titled “The Vision of Labour” by Gbemisola Adeoti captures the 
endless labour of Nigeria workers in the Songhai points that the vision of labour. 

 
  is couched in flourish of poetry 

  and effusive songs 
  when the farmer bends astride his hoe 

  to shave the boundless head 
  and wipe tears of hunger 

  off the earth p.13 
 

The poet announces to the world the presence of worthy nation builders in a 

nation that is regarded as the giant of Africa. The poem underscores the dignity of labour 
that Nigeria as a country once stood for. The farmer works tirelessly in contributing his 

own quota to the sustenance of mankind. It is however pertinent to note that despite the 
farmer’s tedious work, he makes the burden bearable by singing songs. Igbako (2015) 

alongside the poet asserts that the increase in human population and the need to 
adequately provide food for the sustenance of this teeming population and the need to 

adequately provide food for the sustenance of this teeming population have led to a 



Edo Polytechnic Journal of Administration and Development Vol.1, No. 1, January, 2020 
 

 98 

corresponding increase in the use of land for agricultural purposes. The poet further 
reiterates that the vision of labour: 

 
  is rendered in songs 

  of the housewife 
  presiding on all fours 

over the dialogue of grinding stones. p. 13 

 
The poet mirrors the unnoticed labour of many housewives who have been taken 

for granted by their loved ones. The housewife engages in sundry activities just to keep 
the home neat and habitable. She spares nothing to serve her household conscientiously. 

The poem focuses on all Nigeria workers who love Nigeria and commit their precious 
lives to her service. They put their lives on the lifeline to please their dearly beloved 

country. 
Gbemisola Adeoti in his poem titled “Rise and be” foregrounds the mission of 

some Nigeria leaders as seen here: 
 

Those who behad the mahogany 
and leave the Iroko trunk 

forsaken in the forest 
those who from the root 

cut the curling foresight of baobab 
and rupture the promise of maple, 

to them is never the last laugh, 

The dying stump 
will sprout in spring 

the trees will rise again 
 like stilt-dancers 

 casting low shadows 
 across meadows 

 the ironwood will mend 
its saw-gashes 

and scorch of the hearth. 
From fiery February sun 

and rains of May 
come the greenness of oak 

in the fullness of time p. 16 
 

These despicable leaders behead the lofty dreams of Nigeria youths just to enjoy 
their appalling wealth to the detriment of the unfortunate masses. They truncate 

democratic processes to plant corrupt loyalists who are bereft of common sense and 

compassion for the masses. The poet furiously lambasts these myopic leaders who enjoy 
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destroying sprouting dreams. The further assures them of their everlasting shame and 
confusion for their evil machination against the nation. 

The poet titled “Write no, right now” captures the advocacy role of poets and 
their role as ‘righters’ of societal wrongs. 

 
 Write now, right now 

 to purge terror’s sludge 
 and shake off the ennui 

 in straying ships of state. 
  

Write now, 
 the rhyme less ballads of a land 

 where reason goes on recess, 
 thoughts in flight 

 order on holiday 
 pathos on strike. 

 

 It is right to write 
 about rulers engaging the ruled 

 in a ballet of bile. 
 in pursuit of peace at home 

 their sweet pill is a swift bill; 
 to send a quarter to Rwanda 

 dispatch a quarter to Sierra Leone 
 haul a quarter to Bosnia 

 to rest to Baghdad. p.19 
 

Poets like other nationalist have put on themselves the role of societal watchdogs 
to question any wrong status quo. Gbemisola (2005) gives out a clarion call to all a 

sundry to speak out in the face of opposition. He challenges them to use their only 
powerful tool (pen) to chart a new course for the citizens who now look to them as their 

only voice. The poet emphasizes the urgent need for poets to act fast considering the 
extent of national damage especially within leadership. The poem paints a gloomy picture 

of a nation where the leaders rule without reasoning, a jungle where law and order is 
suspended, and allowing chaos to have its way. He pinpoints the hypocrisy of the leaders 

who front peace keeping missions to countless countries just to be in the good book of 

their countries only to leave their own immediate needs unattended to. A country that 
trivializes worthy courses like educating her younger citizens but adores fashion show 

has myopia looming in her homeland. The poet asks frantically why a nation will 
willfully invest in ‘blissful ignorance’. 

Many students have lost their precious lives and vision in their various 
institutions. Countless schools have embarked on endless strike actions without the 

government giving it the attention it deserves. A lot of Nigeria institutions lack basic 
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infrastructure that will make the lives of these future leaders comfortable while learning. 
The so called leaders fly their wards abroad or worse still to private universities where 

steady academics is guaranteed thought the masses at home wander aimlessly without 
any hope in sight. 

In line with this submission, Abu (2011) and Olabode posit that the effects of 
corruption on a nation’s socio-political and economic development are myriad. The 

negative effects impact economic growth as it, among other things, reduces public 

spending on education (Mauro, 1997; and 1995). 
It is however not as overstatement for the poet to instigate nationalists all over to 

‘right now of a season dry of reason’. A place where the lawmakers who supposed to be 
good flag flying ambassadors now mess themselves around like bus conductors in the 

house is not truly desirable. They engage in physical combats and verbal exchange of 
abuse like housewives in a polygamous home. 

To corroborate this view, Oladeji (2011) observes that the United Nations under 
Secretary-General. Dr. Antonio Maria Costa, disclosed that Nigerian leaders, from 

independence till 1999, stole ‘$400 billion from public treasury (Omonu, 2008). Similarly, 
Osipitan (2009) avers that, in 1999, a United Kingdom – based NGO (Jubilee 2000 

Coalition) had alleged that about $55 billion was corruptly acquired by some Nigerian 
leaders. Their agents and some government officials, which they lodged in various banks 

in the United Kingdom. In addition, on Thursday, April 03, 2008 The Guardian, quoting 
ICPC officials, reported that Mr. Sunday Ehindero, a former Inspector General of Police 

(IGP), allegedly admitted that he lodged arms and ammunition funds (N447million) 
meant for the Nigerian Police in his personal accounts with two different banks for four 

months (179). 

In the poem titled ‘Naked soles’. Gbemisola brings to bear the battered psyche of 
the ruled who suffer endless pain in a corrupt country, 

 
A carnival of naked soles 

dancing through blooming thorns 
hopping with muffled shrill 

on souls of thorns and glass chips 
with ageing faces in puzzling smiles 

drained of terror 
 

a passerby points attention 
to the horror locked in 

lisping lips and clanging teeth 
all dancing figures in a pool of spikes 

and in process they return 
into the forest of cactus 

a painful passage along a pin-full path 

hopping between pricks and tear p.31 
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The poem brings to the fore a good number of people in a naked carnival. They 
dance through blooming thorns with shrill voices waiting for a redemption that is not 

forth coming. Theirs is a critical condition as they wear mournful looks passing through a 
pin-full path. They bemoan their lots in a republic where ‘kleptocracy’ rules and 

democracy becomes suspended. 
Their stripped soles metaphorically connote broken hearts and bleeding minds 

considering the myriad desecration at the altar of leadership. The poet desires the absence 
of none to stop this dangerous carnival that is stripping people of their humanity 

  No one to stop the carnival of  
  Nakes soles 

   dancing 
   on glass chips 

    oozing 
    red milk 

     of  
       grief.     p.32 

In another poem titled “Again, waiting for democracy” Adeoti (2005) talked 

about the fate of Nigerians in a democratic setting. Olabode et al (2011) reiterate that in 
its classical form, democracy presupposes the rule by the people. It is a system through 

which the ruled confers legitimacy on the ruler. It is premised on the principles of 
representation, participation and accountability. Democracy implies a system of 

government in which every individual participates in the process of governance, either 
maximally, as a member of the majority, or minimally as part of the minority (Owolabi, 

1996:6). In any true democracy, the right of the people to participate in the process of 
governance must be emphasized. 

 
Ever waiting in blame 

disclaiming claims 
and trading counter claims 

and nation waits to no end 
the nation waits to no end 

like a village whose fate 
lies in the mirthful hands 

of a self-opinionated wag. 
in the game of shuffling aspirations 

centuries march like minutes 

decades ticks a seconds 
in the gamble with waiting.34 

 
These noble politicians project their manifestoes brilliantly. is carefully designed 

as ever just to win the heart of unsuspecting citizens. They promise heaven on earth to 
make their ways into the hearts of the people only to swindle them of their money, 

deprive them of their fundamental human rights. These leaders surround themselves with 
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sycophants who will only pay lip service to them and tell them only what they want to 
hear. Prior to election, these crazy leaders dash out gifts, become suddenly hospitable, 

give out countless scholarship but turn into wolves once they step into their respective 
offices. They now become inaccessible until their term expires when they turn to 

demonic angels blowing their own trumpets. 
The euphoria that meets the declaration of independence immediately gives in to 

painful regret. Badmus et al (2011) vividly capture this: The Nigerian state can be best 

described as the violent creation of her colonial master. It was, therefore, a law and order 
state, whose primary interest was the exploitation of the resources of the colonized people. 

In doing this, they deliberately and callously disarticulated and distorted the indigenous 
modes of production of the economy, forcefully integrated the economy into the world’s 

capitalist system as a weak and dependent partner and created a national bourgeoisie 
lacking in vision, with no productive base. 

 
Conclusion  

Corruption has been the main problem of Nigeria polity that has plunged millions 
of citizens into the miry clay of lack and abject poverty. There are scholars who have 

written about corruption but one thing resonates in their writings: corruption hinders 
growth and development anywhere it is found. Corruption has permeated all the sectors 

in the country, thereby constituting a clog in the wheel of the country’s progress. The 
present and future consequences of corrupt leadership can never be overemphasized as its 

result stirs us in the face. The educational system, health structure, political system can 
only work when there is fair distribution of wealth in the nation. 
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